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Beginning Our 17th Year!
Happy Anniversary Chapter H!

S EPTEMBER 24, 2009
C HAPTER ”H” ONCHOS

G ET TING ’ B Y W ITH A L IT TLE H ELP F ROM M Y F RIENDS
By Kate Donoghue
Members Helping
Members ...
I am as overwhelmed
writing this as I was
when it happened. I am
so blessed and thankful
to have been given so
much help from such a
great bunch of Men and
Women!

and got a ride home. I
called Cary to let him
know I would not be
riding Sunday as I had no
bike. I went back Sunday
and changed the battery
on the bike. I started my
ride home and after 17
miles, it died. I left it
and got a ride home.

Monday while on the
phone with Cary, Jim
Saturday the 12th, I
Garner called and asked
had a great day up at
Cary if I got my bike
starved rock. After getback home on Sunday.
ting gas to start the ride Cary filled Jim in on the
home, I put the bike in
situation and Jim went
gear to leave the gas sta- into action as he always
tion, it died. I jumped it; does! Jim called Fritz to
put it in gear, it died.
use his trailer. Fritz
After trying it 4 times I
joined in and a couple
opted to leave it there
hours later the 3 of us

set out for over an hour
drive to get my bike.
This was after Jim &
Fritz spent a couple
hours getting everything
all ready and putting
lights on the trailer.
When we found my
bike, Jim said try to start
it. It started right up and
I started for home again.
I only made it a couple
miles when it died. Jim
& Fritz got it all hooked
up on the trailer, with
only the interior light of
Jim’s van. Great care
was taken to bring my
baby home safe ☺.
On the way home
Jim & Fritz were asking
Continued on page 4

Special “H”appenings
Happy Birthday!!
Nicki Donoghue
Amanda Garner
Lewis Hatt
Bob Sample
Randy Barber
Melissa Bayert
Linda Bayert

24-Sep
24-Sep
24-Sep
1-Oct
9-Oct
12-Oct
15-Oct

Belated Happy
Birthday Wishes
Kate Donoghue
Joe Williams

2-Sep
2-Sep

Happy Anniversary!!
Lewis & Toni Hatt
Joel & Carolyn
Gyurnek

27-Sep
28-Sep

Jim & Linda Bayert
Ken Archibald &
Maria Asencion
Betacourt

4-Oct
14-Oct

Chapter Representative
Les Chapman
Treke1@ aol.com
630-640-5020
Assistant Representative
Cary Levin
847-624-8865
Treasurer
Steve Roberson
Secretary
Leona Tatman
Newsletter/Webmaster
Jim Garner
wcwinger@ aol.com
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W ING N OTES FROM Y OUR C HAPTER R EPRESENTATIVE
Since our members thing we knew the fire tion. The winner of our
trucks started to arrive. 50/50 was Jeff and his
did such a fine job
son Kyle Mattick from
writing about our rides Luckily, it was not for
us. Someone saw
the Juvenile Diabetes
this month, all I need
smoke in the woods.
Research Foundation
to do is fill you in on
Kyle Mattick, the
Poker Run.
our September 19,
2009 Chapter H Chile young lad from the
The Chapter H memJDRF poker run,
cook off at Johnson’s
bers at the cook off
Mound Forest preserve helped me start the fire voted to have a second
for some marshmalin Elburn.
drawing and to donate
lows and hot dogs. Eve- the money to the JDRF.
What a gorgeous day
ryone brought a dish to The total we donated
for some Chile. We
pass. Bruce was our
was $65.00 and the
have been planning and official Chile taster,
50/50 was $65.00.
buying and worrying
along with the help of
for two week and we
We helped our self’s to
some 30 hungry helpmade it. Beverly was
more food and beano
ers.
there at 10 am to meet
and off we went
the ranger and
to what else, but
Get the AGWA Group Riding
pick up the keys.
an ice cream ride
Pamphlet At:
Joel was the next
led by Jim Garwww.christmasinjuly.org/
to arrive and they
ner. Jim led
GroupRidingchapterH.pdf
started to unload
Nancy, Joe W.,
and set up. I arrived at
Kate, Fritz and Joel
The
three
winners
of
11am and helped with
southwest into the setthe
cook
off
are:
the set up. Analea arting sun to Muesel’s
rived soon after and as Hottest-Sue Hanus
Dairy Delight for some
we were seating looktasty treats in Dixon.
Most Unusual-Leona
ing at each other at
From there the group
Tatman
12:50 we thought we
headed north on route
Best
Overall–
Analea
had a lot of Chile to eat
2 along the Rock River
Archibald
by our self's. They soon
toward Rockford, bestarted to arrive and
fore heading home
Editor’s Note: Les is
we off and running.
along the east bank of
referring to the winning
categories and not the in- the river and a coffee
We were blessed with
dividuals noted. However, break in Genoa. As we
no bugs this year and
passed the Rockford
no rain. The Chile was knowing Les, I could be
mistaken with my assump- Airport, we were
cooking and the next

P AGE 2

Les Chapman
Chapter-H
Representative

treated to a close encounter as one of the
big birds passed overhead as it touched
down near the UPS
facility (well most of
us saw aircraft and
airport).
Thanks to Analea,
Leona, Joel and my
lovely bride Bev for
all their help with the
days events. I look
forward to having it
again next year, if Bev
can once again survive my after effects
of the chile. Editor’s
Note: Cary, you should
stay home and away
from the public for a few
days!
Les :)
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P AGE 3
MEETING STARTS AT 7:00 PM

THE NEST CAFÉ, BARTLETT, IL.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2009

Meeting Agenda
1. Meeting Called to Order
2. Reading of the Minutes from the 08/27/2009 Meeting
3. Introduction of guests & new members:
4. Birthdays and Anniversaries
5. National Business:
• Make plans for your 2010 AGWA XXVII Gold Classic in Michigan! See AGWA.com or your WOTR for
details on these and other events.
6. State Business:
• State Director David Grunlee Is Stepping Down
7. Old Chapter Business:
• Treasury Report
• Breakfast Rides-Dinner Run-Ice Cream Run review.
8. New Chapter Business:
• 09/27 Breakfast Ride
• 10/02 Ice Cream or Soup Ride! 7pm. 2, 3 or 4
wheels
• 10/04 Breakfast Ride-Big Thunder Run

10/11 Breakfast or Lunch Ride?
• 10/17 Chapter H Dinner Run-TBA
• 10/18 Breakfast or Lunch Ride?
• 10/25 Chapter H Breakfast or Lunch Ride?
• 10/29 Chapter H General Meeting of the Membership.
9. Break-50/50 Sales-Who knows a good joke?
10. Chapter H Representative nominations - Election to
follow immediately
11. SPEAK UP! Open Discussion.
12. 50/50 Drawing
13. Meeting Adjourned...
•

Minutes of the 08-27-09 Meeting
Meeting called to order 7:06pm
Introduced guest - Joe Williams & Analea
National Business – Spoke about 2010 Gold Classic - Michigan Traverse
City
State business-none.
Old Business – none.
Minutes from 7/30/09-all approved.
Chapter Treasury – Oral report was given at meeting.

S IGN

UP 7 NEW
MEMBERS IN A
YEAR AND
RECEIVE A FREE

1-Y EAR
M EMBERSHIP !!

Upcoming Rides –Reviewed dinner run rides for September.
19 Sept – Davis Rally Chilli cook-off
New Club News-Took Nominees for Chapter Rep. Les Chapman, Lewis
Hatt & Jim Garner were nominated.
50/50 winner - none
Meeting Adjourned 8:30pm
Minutes taken by Bev Chapman/transcribed by Dawn Garner.

The Next Meeting of the Membership will be 7pm, Thursday
October 29th, 2009 @ The Nest Café 800 N. Route 59, Bartlett
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P AGE 4

F RIENDS : CONCLUSION
what I was going to do with it. They suggested I let Joel look at it. It was a long night, as I know Jim couldn’t
have made it home before 11 pm. The very next day Fritz called me to let me know Fritz, Jim and Joel were
going to look at my bike.
They located the electrical problem right away – my harness from the regulator to the stator was completely
burned out! Joel changed it all out, hooked me up with new pins and other boy stuff ☺. Now my baby purrrrrs
again. Another long night for Fritz and Jim, as they delivered my bike back to me after it was all done. None of
them would accept anything other than a thank you.
I am so grateful to have been the recipient of such resourcefulness and kindness! I couldn’t afford to have my
bike towed back and diagnosing an electrical problem for the 3rd time was not in the budget either. I had a wonderful group of men JIM, FRITZ and JOEL take such great care of me and my bike, I can’t thank them enough!
The stress of what I was would have had to do was more than I was able to handle. I didn’t have to handle anything, because Jim, Fritz and Joel, did it ALL for me!
THANK YOU… THANK YOU… THANK YOU
JIM , FRITZ and JOEL ROCK!!!!!!!!!
A special thanks to Cary for always being there for me! Also for loaning me his rain pants when we went on
our WET JDRF ride. Lewis, I thank you too for keeping me dry that day by loaning me your rain jacket – even
if it did have a hole in the arm ;). HA HA HA, I burned a hole in Lewis’s brand new jacket, when it brushed
against my pipes. I felt horrible, although Lew very sweet about it. YOU TWO ALSO ROCK!
Oh here’s a couple more – On our ride to the Field of Dreams, the screw came out of my windshield. After
breakfast, Mark, Lew, Fritz, Little Jim & Cary came up with a fix so I wouldn’t have to take my windshield off.
Even Paulette offered up the bungee cords that were holding down her rain pants to help fix my windshield. Those bungee cords worked great, they are still holding my windshield on! My face appreciates all the
bugs my windshield kept from it.
At the field of dreams I mentioned how cool I thought it would be to hit the ball. Fritz said “lets go, you’re
going to hit the ball” he walked over with me and told the guy to pitch me the ball. I swung and missed, laid the
bat down and said, thank you. Fritz said ”No, pick up the bat, he will pitch to you again, you are going to hit the
ball”. The guy pitched again and I HIT THE BALL! It was so surreal to make a nice solid hit in the Field of
Dreams. Had it not been for Fritz, I would not have done it.
A month or so back, I had a coolant leak and Cary was adding coolant when Little Jim, Ed and Lew came
over and asked what was up. They helped try to figure out what was going on, and what to do about it.
If I missed anyone’s name, I am sorry. I do appreciate all the help! With as much help as I have had and from
so many, its getting hard to remember it all :)
Actually everyone in Chapter H has been very nice to me. I am glad I joined
and I appreciate all of you and all you do! The rides are AWESOME!
Wow, I always considered myself very independent, but gosh I really do need
lots of help huh? ☺
Thank you everyone ….you all rock!!
Much Peace - Kate
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G OOD B YE TO S UMMER FROM THE “F IELD OF D REAMS ”
By Nancy Schneck
Sunday, September 6th started out drizzly and overcast, but never the less, thirteen damp people on eleven
bikes turned out at 8:00 a.m. at McDonalds ready to ride to Dyersville, IA, to see the "Field of Dreams". Russ rode
his new "trike" that he just picked up Wednesday, seemingly not worried about getting his new bike wet and dirty.
Les led us on our merry way, followed by Cary, Kate, Jim L., Nancy and Lindsey, Joe W., Mark and Paulette, Lewis,
Fritz, Joe H., and Russ held up the rear as our sweep.
We headed out on some scenic back roads and through some industrial complexes. Les' GPS, with its sexy voice,
guided us to the Sunrise restaurant in Rochelle where we enjoyed a nice quick breakfast before heading on to Savannah. In Savannah, we met up with the sleepy heads Jim G. and Wayne, who had met at McDonalds at 9:00 a.m.
From there, we crossed the Mississippi over the infamous metal grate bridge. As the entire group was stopped ON
the bridge for a red light, Fritz, who had taken the lead from Savannah, noted that the bridge now has numerous
rusty bolts and bad welds. Once safely across the bridge and back on solid ground, we enjoyed a very speedy scenic ride through the Iowa countryside, which led us to the "Field of Dreams".
Once there, we relaxed and walked around the field, examined the corn, bought souvenirs, took pictures, and Kate
even hit a ball. From there we headed to Balltown, Iowa, for a hearty meal to sustain us for the duration of the ride,
at Breitbach's Country Dining, Iowa's oldest and newest (after being rebuilt twice following fires) restaurant. We all
walked outside after eating, and enjoyed the panoramic, still slightly overcast, scenic view of the valley below, and
the Mississippi River and shores of Wisconsin on the other side of the river. By the time we were ready to saddle up
and leave, the sun made its first full appearance of the day just after 5:00 p.m. We shed some extra layers and
headed out, Fritz again leading and demonstrating that he is always first to cross the finish line.
After a “final” gas stop at Wal-Mart and BP, we were all together again, (13 bikes and 15 riders) crossing into Illinois
on Rt. 20 at Dubuque. Upon entering the outskirts of Galena, three riders, Joe H., Les, and Russ decided to skip the
Stage Coach Trail, and head home directly via Rt. 20. The rest of us continued on, making a brief stop to add the
recently shed layers of clothing, as the sun's brief appearance was rapidly fading into a flaming, quickly dropping
orange ball, shining in our mirrors.
After the stop, Fritz decided that continuing on Stage Coach was not advisable due to the approaching darkness,
and led us to Rt. 20, where traffic and lights quickly separated the last four riders, Joe W., Jim G, Wayne, and Lewis,
from the first six. On the western outskirts of Rockford, radio contact was lost, so we were essentially now two separate groups. Fritz got on 90, at which point Nancy and Lindsey decided to cut out and continue home solo on Rt. 20.,
somewhat tired from the days ride. After regrouping at the Belvedere Oasis, the Fritz led group, (Cary, Kate, Jim L.,
Mark and Paulette), also decided to get off 90 and take Rt. 20 back.
News about the whereabouts of the 'missing'
last four riders was finally received. Joe W.,
worn out from fighting the 300 plus miles of
turns in his side car rig, needed to stop and take
a rest between Freeport and Rockford. Wayne,
Jim G., and Lewis stayed with him, and after
resting, they also continued towards home via
Rt. 20, where, like the preceding riders, they
safely negotiated the new and improved 'rough
grooved surface' between Rt. 47 and Plank/
Coombs Rd., in the now pitch black light, with
the aid of oncoming headlights glaring at them
through bug covered windshields, arriving safely
home, worn out and slightly weather-beaten, at
some ungodly hour of the night, all having enjoyed a nice, long, 400 mile plus ride during our
relaxing, restful, last holiday weekend ride of the
summer season. Photo at right courtesy

Paulette Brenton

Chapter H Members visiting the “Field of Dreams”
Movie Site in Dyersville, IA
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Illinois State & Chapter “H”appenings
AGWA Illinois State Director
David Grunlee 911 S. Hi Lusi Avenue, Mt Prospect, IL 60056-4213
E-mail:tgrunlee@hotmail.com

847-253-8343

Assistant State Director
Bill Naughton
519 Maple Street, Hillside, IL 60162
E-mail:bnd71579@sbcglobal.net

708-544-5443

Meetings: Vary-contact State Director for date/times/location
Rides & Events: none scheduled
AGWA Chapter D Representative

AGWA Chapter G Representative

Wayne L. Aten
6214 N. Main Street P.O. Box 344
Union, IL 60180-0344
815-923-4262
E-mail goldwinginfo@owc.net

Ron J. Schmidt
70 Evergreen Street
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-437-2395

Meetings: 1st Tuesday of the Month-7:00 pm
Colonial Café
6000 Northwest Highway (US 14)
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 815-455-5055

Meetings: 2nd Thursday of the month-7:30 pm
Rizty’s Café & Bakerei
2765 Algonquin Road
Rolling Meadows, IL 60008
847-253-8027

Rides & Events:
10/06 Chapter Meeting

Ride & Events:
09/27 Scenic Ride along the Fox River with
breakfast at Harner’s in North Aurora. Leave 9am
from McDonald’s on Kirchoff Rd. E. of 53.

10/25 Pumpkin Fest in Sycamore, IL

10/08 Chapter Meeting

AGWA Chapter MC Representative
Larry Lambert
913 Brooking Court
Lake Villa, IL 60046 847-265-2683
Meetings: 3rd Sunday of the Month
Moose Lodge
3535 N. Richmond Road
Johnsburg, IL 815-385-6955
Rids & Events
10/18 Chapter Meeting

P AGE 7

“H” APPENINGS

M Y V ISIT T O T HE S MOKEY M OUNTAIN R OUND U P
By Nancy Schneck
After wavering for a good week on attending or not, due to weather.com predicting scattered thunderstorms all four days, the thunderstorm possibilities diminished, so I set out nice and early Thursday morning
(before 5:00 a.m.), getting out of Chicago and the traffic by jumping on 355 and 55 to Braidwood,
IL. From there I followed 102 to Illinois 1, stopping for breakfast in Milford, IL, after zig-zagging down
some county roads, I then crossed into Indiana somewhere north of Danville. I followed Indiana 41 through
Terre Houte and Evansville, and on into Kentucky at Henderson. From there I took the Pennyrile Pkwy,
Audobon Pkwy and Wm Natcher Pkwy
through Bowling Green, shedding my early
morning riding clothes as the temperature rose
from a chilly Chicago morning 65 to a Kentucky afternoon 86. I missed my planned overnight layover exit in Bowling Green, so I continued on Hwy 231, looking for a hotel and
ended up stopping in Lebanon, TN, for the
night, just as it began to sprinkle (the only [five
minute] rain I encountered), and right when I
was really losing steam. After a good nights
rest, I continued on 231 to 70 East, which was
a beautiful ride, as the morning fog lifted and
the sun played peek-a-boo in the clouds.
AGWA Members take a break at one of the scenic overlooks atop Roosevelt Mountain near Rockwood, TN
I stopped at all the scenic overlooks, and the
Roosevelt Mountain lookout, which was over a
four mile climb, was spectacular, looking down on the town of Crossville, TN., while watching the Red
Tailed Hawk fly back and forth to it's perch atop the mountain. The sight is full of cell towers, and a watchtower constructed by the WPA in 1932. There is also a large lighted Star which looks over the town during
the holidays. You can barely see the towers on top of the Mountain from below. It felt as if I was standing
in the clouds up there. Three Tennessee boys showed up while I was there, on four wheelers and all covered in red mud, and said they came up the back way through the woods, which must have been really
steep, as the paved route was plenty steep. Rt. 70 scenically led over some awesome bridges and dams,
right to 321 and the Valley View Lodge, and I arrived before noon and enjoyed visiting with the Tennesse
hosts and other AGWA members from Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wisconsin, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and Illinois (hope I didn't forget anyone). While a few went to ride the Dragons Tail, and some others
went for a ride on the Parkway, I relaxed in the indoor pool and hot tub, to ease my sore muscles from the
long, 758 mile, two day scenic ride.

The Tennessee hosts put out a very nice dinner of grilled hot dogs, beans, chili, coleslaw, chips, cookies and
drinks on Friday evening, and afterwards there was a campfire where we relaxed and visited. Sunday morning, all gas tanks full, we set out for a 150 mile ride through the Smokey Mountain National Park and
through Cherokee, North Carolina, where we took a lunch break and visited some shops. There was a
Harley convention of some sort, so the traffic was backed up a bit getting through and out of town, but
Continued on next page
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S MOKEY M OUNTAIN R OUND U P : CONCLUSION
AGWA blockers did a great job of keeping the
group together. We stopped at some great
overlooks; one over a mile high with views on
both sides of numerous mountains, but the pics
didn't come out very well due to the mist and
the limitations of my cell phone camera.
One hundred fifty miles of sharp turns, climbs
and steep descents, with sharp temperature
changes, and blinding morning sunlight filtering
through the thick folliage, and sudden black tunnels, is extremely tiring, so upon our return some of us relaxed in the pool and hot tub,
before enjoying a tasty, filling, Tennessee barbecue dinner. I went to bed right after dinner,
exhausted from the three days of riding.

A watchtower built by the WPA in 1932 high atop

Sunday morning I headed out for home at 6:45 Roosevelt Mountain
a.m., and the morning fog dissipated promptly
at 7:00 with the sunrise. I took mostly the same route back, this time stopping at Ozone Falls, a short walk
from the roadway (70), where I enjoyed some quiet time surrounded by the peaceful awesome scenery and
fresh mountain air. Avoiding the Interstate, and telling the GPS to go ahead and recalculate, I headed back
north following 321 to 70 to 231, and then the Kentucky parkways. This time, from Evansville, IN, I
jumped over to the Illinois side of the river and followed Rt. 1 through many small Illinois towns. By the
time I reached Danville, IL, I was pretty exhausted and was going to stop for the night, but, not finding a
nice hotel along the route, I decided to keep going in the dark, using the GPS, which annoyingly tends to
constantly lead to the Interstate, and I didn't want to do 70 or 80 mph, on (always) under construction
roads, being so tired. I drove through a lot of Kankakee county farm fields, on county roads, guided mostly
by the stars, heading west after somehow losing Rt. 1, until I ended up on Rt. 55 at Manteno, IL., which
led to 355 and HOME, at about 10:30 p.m., Chicago time, the scenic route being 702 miles long (and
somewhat less scenic in the dark), and almost 16 hours of constant driving, having left TN on Eastern time
in the morning. The scenery along the entire route in Kentucky and Tennessee was awesome, though IL
and IN do tend to get a bit boring. The thick foliage in the mountains really dampens the sound, and I
couldn't even hear my noisy old engine running.
While the turnout was somewhat less that expected, the fifty or so Gold Wing riders who came all had an
awesome time, meeting old friends and making new ones.
My '84 Wing was not the oldest to make the trip, which was an '82 (I think) which came from FL, nor was
it the one with the most mileage, there being one there with 170,000+ miles from Wisconsin.
I can't say enough about the hospitality of the TN hosts of the event, who really did an awesome job of planning the routes, the accomodations, and the meals, as well as making everyone feel extremely welcome.
I am really glad I went, and will certainly try and not miss any future Smokey Mountain Round-Ups.
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This Month’s Chapter

“H”appenings

O CTOBER 2009
Sun

4

Mon

5

Jim & Linda
Bayert

11

Tue

6

7

Chapter D

12

13

Melissa
Bayert

14

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

Bob Sample

Ice
Cream Ride

8

9

Chapter G

Randy Barber Day

3

15

16

10
United Nations

17
Dinner Ride

Ken & Maria Linda Bayert

Columbus Day

18

Wed

19

20

21

22

23

24

26

27

28

29

30

31

Chapter MC

25

Chapter H

I’m always looking for suggestions, pictures and
stories! Please help me make this a better publication by sending them to wcwinger@aol.com
Check www.christmasinjuly.org for updates!

Other Stuff:
Every Sunday 9am Breakfast or Lunch Ride!
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“H”appenings
Chapter-H Representative
Les Chapman
275 S. Melrose
Elgin, IL 60123

Since 1983, the American Gold Wing Association has shared the
common desire of fun, fellowship, and safety. AGWA is a family
orientated, family membership social organization of Gold Wing
owners and other brands of touring motorcycles who share the love
for the open road and participating in exciting activities, recreation
and educational programs, events, and fellowship. AGWA is an
AMA chartered organization. All Directors and Officers are
volunteers serving without financial compensation. All positions
are obtained through a completely democratic process.

Phone: 847-697-6768
Cell: 630-640-5020
E-mail: treke1@aol.com

VISIT US ON THE WEB
WWW.CHRISTMASINJULY.ORG

We Thank This Month’s
Contributors:
Mark & Paulette Brenton
Les Chapman
Kate Donoghue
Nancy Schneck

Lester T. Chapman
275 S. Melrose
Elgin, Il 60123
CHAPTER-H

The Next Meeting of the Membership will be
7pm, Thursday, October 29th, 2009 @
The Nest Café 800 N. Route 59, Bartlett

